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Learn. Create. Share. 



We appreciate our new donors. Welcome to the community.
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Thank You to Our Generous Donors

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
   It has been my pleasure to serve on the Stratford Library Board for over 31 years and to 
return this year as President. 
   Here are some highlights from 2024-25. The Library: 

   Added a new Spanish-language collection for Teens 
    Modernized one of the Library's elevators using Town-authorized Federal funding.
    Updated Teen Services furniture using Federal ARPA funds arranged through State Senator 
   Gresko's office. 
   Trained Adult Services staff in effective services and program planning for people with autism.

   This year, the Stratford Library welcomed 2,500 visitors every week. The use of JobNow, a 
career and job search resource, increased by 116%. Individual use of conference and study 
rooms increased by 34%. People borrowed items, participated in programs, engaged with the 
uCreate makerspace, received help with technology, attended meetings, used free Wi-Fi, read, 
studied, worked, and played. There is no other public space in Stratford offering as many free 
services for all community members.
   Our hardworking Library Board supported the Library through advocacy and close 
collaboration with Town Officials to ensure we serve all of Stratford's residents fully. Because 
of our dedicated team of Library workers, we are one of Connecticut's top 25 busiest public 
ibraries. Our donors and volunteers raised more money than ever through the Gala, the 
Associates campaign, and the annual Book Sale. Finally, our Library patrons responded 
powerfully to our community survey, helping us improve our programs and services to better 
meet everyone's needs so that everyone in Stratford can learn, create, and share.

With gratitude, 

Robyn Proto
Board President
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Library Programs

Thank you for supporting your Library!

The Library brings families together by offering shared learning experiences, interactive 
activities, and events that encourage reading and exploration.

Community Survey: 
“I moved to Stratford 2 1/2 years ago and soon 
after found my way to the Library. I am very 
impressed with the range of programs offered 
to patrons of all ages and with the friendly and 
welcoming Library staff. It’s a local treasure!”

“We live within walking distance of the Library, 
and it is a great blessing for our whole family. 
My little ones love to visit there with me, whether 
to get books or just play with the toys. My older 
kids can walk over on their own to get books, 
study, or just get out of the house for a while. 
We are very grateful to the Library and all that 
it offers.” The Karate Kids

Ravioli Making Class Lightsaber Training

Program attendance increased 10% this year.
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We are grateful for your generous support.

 

Stratford Library Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. These 2024-2025 Financials contain 
unaudited financial information. A copy of the Stratford Library Association’s audited financial statements 
may be requested by contacting giving@stratfordlibrary.org. 
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Funding Partners

 Building Future Leaders 

CT State Library 
CSL Growing Equitable 
  Library Services 
The Milford Bank
Rotary Club of Stratford
PayPal Giving Fund
Valley United Way

Town of Stratford 
PEGPETIA
Community Development 
  Block Grant 
ARPA Grant
Horizon Foundation
Vicki Soto Memorial Fund

The Homework Helpers serve students in elementary school through 8th grade with valuable 
tutoring experiences. Supported in part by the Vicki Soto Foundation, this program provides 
local teens with the opportunity to assist families with no-cost tutoring. Last year, 14 student 
tutors provided 563 tutoring sessions.

The Annual Nerf War

Celebrating the $25K ARPA grant
for Teen Services with our 

 State Legislators!
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Because of community support, the Library was able to:
  Host 4,164 programs, events and meetings
  Welcome 34,943 visitors
  Purchase more than 8,000 new books and media, and 
  Earn our spot among the top 25 busiest libraries in 
   the state

Stratford Library Staff

Tom Holehan,
  Director of PR & Adult Programming
Laura Lindgren, 
  Finance and HR Director
Tiffany McCrae, 
  Head of Teen Services
Katie McFadden, 
  Head of Adult Services
Kate Sheehan, 
  Head of Information Technology 
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Deborah and Jeff Scholl
Jane Schroeder
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Summer Reading

Community 
Outreach

The Library prevents summertime learning loss by offering Summer Reading programs that 

keep kids engaged with books and maintain their 

literacy levels. 980 2nd and 6th-grade students

visited the Library this year. Librarians visited 

143 classrooms and shared Summer Reading

information with 2,845 students in Kindergarten

through 6th grade. 

The Library participated in 228 outreach

opportunities, connecting with more than 

6,700 people.

The Mayor’s Summer Reading Party

Finding the perfect book

Stratford Library encouraged 724 children, 

teens, and adults to read 4,077 books this

summer! The 124 preschoolers in the Read to

Me Club listened to 4,113 books and enjoyed

story activities. 

Connecting People with Great Books
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Please let us know of any errors or omissions! 
We want to honor all our generous supporters.
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www.stratfordlibrary.org

Thank
You!

Annual Book Sale

Mardi Gras Magic Gala
Thanks to our Major Sponsors: Mayor's Charity 

Golf Tournament, Halper Keating Family 

Foundation, Berchem Moses PC, Ahlberg & 

Glad LLC, Aquarion Water Company, Barnum 

Animal Hospital, Dr. Immacula Cann and Family, 

Florek & O'Neill LLC, M&T Bank, Richard 

Pheneger Memorial, Joel Pleban CPA, and 

The Milford Bank

Putting the Fun in Fundraising

Many thanks to the 28 adults and 128 teens who volunteered 7,213 hours to
support the Library Gala, Book Sale, UCreate makerspace, and various Library projects. 

Volunteers

Red Devils Football Team
helps set up


