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27,500 cardholders know a good thing when they see it

Learn.
Create.
Share.



Dear Friends and Neighbors,

We had another positive year at Stratford Library.

The biggest change has been the final phase of significant HVAC construction, along
with upgrades to the uCreate makerspace and other upgrades throughout the Library.
Thanks to our community partners at the Baldwin Center and Perry House for helping
us host programs during construction. The end result is improved public spaces, better
lighting, lower operating costs, and greater environmental sustainability. Another big
change happened in December, when we bid a fond farewell to long-time staffer Tom
Holehan, who retired after 40 years of service in public relations and programming.

Excellence by the numbers:

The Library’s collection expanded by 12%

One-on-one reference help increased by 13%

Morningstar Investing Center use increased by 38%

Use of online TumbleBookLibrary ebooks, read-alongs, graphic novels, and more for
kids increased by 68%

On average, Stratford Library welcomed 2,340 visitors every week. People borrowed
items, participated in programs, engaged with the uCreate makerspace, received help
with technology, attended meetings, used free Wi-Fi, read, studied, worked, and played.
There is no other public space in Stratford offering as many free services for all
community members.

Our hardworking Library Board worked closely with Town Officials to ensure we serve
all of Stratford's residents fully, and we are grateful for the annual Town grant. Because
of our dedicated team of Library workers, we are one of Connecticut's top 25 busiest
public libraries. Our donors and volunteers raised more money through the Associates

campaign and gifts, the April in Paris Gala, and our best-ever annual Book Sale.
Everyone in Stratford can learn, create, and share at Stratford Library.

With gratitude,

R, [t

Robyn Proto,
Board President
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Library Programs

The Library brings families together by
offering shared learning experiences,
interactive activities, and events that
encourage reading and exploration.

Spooky uCreate Cricut Crafting

Children’s and Teen programs increased
by 12% over last year.
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We are grateful for your generous support.

2025-2026 Revenue, $4,218,479

= Town of Stratford, 53,774,330 » Fundrasing, 5108,112

= Trust Giftg 5214429
m Grants, 535,348
= Other Income, 53,184

= Gifts, 560,764
= Earned Income, 522,312

2025-2026 Expenses, $4,178,807

= Personnel, 53,266,191

m Failities, 5261,239

= Professional Services, 554,730
m Fundraising Expenses 538,685
m Program Expenses, 524,345

m Other Expenses, 522,201

= Materiak/Procesing, 5303,326

# Buiding Improvements 5114 057
» Gramts Expended, 538,709

® SErvices, 529,313

= Earned Income Expenses, 522 534
» GFtsExpended, 53 476

Stratford Library Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. These 2025-2026 Financials contain unaudited
financial information. Income and expenses are higher due to construction. A copy of the Stratford Library
Association’s audited financial statements may be requested by contacting giving@stratfordlibrary.org.
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Funding Partners

Stratford Library renovated the
Teen space, reorganized the
Reference space, updated and
relocated the public computer lab,
and expanded the uCreate maker
space. There is better lighting, new
ductwork, a new ceiling and new
heating and cooling systems.

The Library is now more environmentally

sustainable with lower operating costs.
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Because of community support, the Library was able to:
Host 1,396 programs, events and meetings.
Welcome 121,751 visitors
Purchase more than 8,500 new books and media, and
Lend out 258,220 items
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Building Future Leaders

The Homework Helpers serve students in elementary school
through 8th grade with valuable tutoring experiences. Supported
in part by the Vicki Soto Foundation, this program provides local

' ' - teens with the
opportunity to
assist families with
no-cost tutoring.
Last year,
35 student tutors
provided
107 tutoring sessions.

Main Street Festival

Community

Outreach

The Library organized
98 all-ages, 29 adult,
20 teen, and 171 children’s
off-site programs with

5,931 participants.
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Please let us know
of any errors
or omissions!
We want to honor all
our generous supporters.



Thank you to our Platinum
Sponsors: Halper Keating Family
Foundation, Berchem Moses PC,
and Nutmeg Spay/Neuter Clinic
for a wonderful, sold-out evening \
of celebrating the Library.

Sheri Szymanski, Executive Director
and Cat Gasta, the Mime

Annual
Book Sale

Thank you to the Town of
Stratford for the use of the
2155 Main Street garage,
the Book Sale volunteers
and all the shoppers for
the most financially
successful book sale ever!

Board President Robyn Proto
and Book Sale Co-Chair
Shelley Hall sorting books

Volunteers

224 teen, young
adult, and adult
volunteers served
over 8,000 hours.

Board and Staff preparing for the Book Sale

Stratford
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Learn. Create. Share.
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